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by the spirit of Kalumaiamman in the pujarf; and her
image stands on a platform during the ceremony about
fifteen yards away.
A similar idea is probably expressed by a particu-
larly revolting method of killing sheep, which is not
uncommon in Tamil villages during these festivals.
One of the pujaris, who is sometimes painted to repre-
sent a leopard, fiies at the sheep like a wild beast,
seizes it by the throat with his teeth, and kills it by
biting through the jugular vein.
Irungalur,  near Trichinopoly.     There is another
strange ceremony, which is quite common in the Tamil
country, connected with the propitiation of the boundary
goddess, where the blood of the victim seems to be
regarded as the food of malignant spirits.    At Irunga-
lur, a village about fourteen miles from Trichinopoly,
it forms the conclusion of the festival of the local god-
dess Kurumbai.    During the first seven days the image
is duly washed, offerings of rice and fruit are made, and
processions  are   held   through  the   streets   of   the
village*   Then, on the eighth day,  a small earthen
pot, called the karagam, is prepared at   the shrine
of the goddess.     The elaborate  decorations  of  the
karagam  have  been already described,1 and I  need
not describe them again*   When it is ready, some boiled
rice, fruits, cocoanuts, and incense are first offered to
it, and then the pujar! ties on his wrist a kapu, i.e. a
cord dyed with yellow turmeric, to protect him from
evil spirits.     A lamb is next brought and sacrificed in
front of him, to give him supernatural power, and he
then takes the karagam on his head, marches with it in
procession through the village to the sound of tom-toms
and pipes, and finally deposits it under a booth erected
in the middle of the village.   On the eighth, ninth and
tenth days the karagam is taken in procession morning
and evening, and rice and fruits, camphor and incense
are also offered to it.
On the tenth day, at about seven a.m., before the pro-
1 See p. 37 above,